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“We can not continue 
to proclaim our country 

the leader in issues 
related to justice and 

equality while 
operating a system that 
routinely...places kids 

in dangerous and 
ineffective 

institutions.”  
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As part of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foun-
dation’s Models for Change initiative, the Juvenile Justice 
Initiative of Illinois released a report demonstrating that the 
2005 repeal of a state law that once forced children ac-
cused of drug offenses into adult criminal courts has not 
compromised public safety. Instead, hundreds of Illinois 
youth have received a greater opportunity to turn their 
lives around. 

Following the repeal of the automatic drug transfer law, 
the number of youth automatically sent to adult courts was 
lowered by two-thirds, with no detrimental impact on pub-
lic safety.  There was also no increase in juvenile court 
caseloads or waivers to adult courtrooms, according to 
Changing Course: A Review of the First Two Years of 
Drug Transfer Reform in Illinois.   

The repeal of the automatic drug transfer law put Illinois 
back in the national spotlight for reform of juvenile justice 
policy based on data, evidence-based practices and fair-
ness. 

“In the two years since the automatic transfer laws were 
repealed, children have been returned to the jurisdiction of 
the juvenile court where they belong,” said Diane Ger-
aghty, director of the Loyola Civitas ChildLaw Center, lead 
entity for the Models for Change initiative in Illinois.  “This 
legislation returns Illinois to its original role as a leader in 
rehabilitating youth and protecting communities.” 

Based on the success of the repeal, the report recom-
mends additional reforms, including enhanced rehabilita-
tive programs for youth, differences in sentencing for 
youth and adults, and the delegation of authority to juve-
nile court judges to determine which juvenile cases should 
be transferred to adult courts. 

For more information on the Models for Change initiative, 
visit www.modelsforchange.net. For more information on 
Changing Course, go to www.jjustice.org. 

Report highlights Illinois’ successes 
in juvenile justice reform efforts 
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 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � �
� � � 
 � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 � � �

�

“ There’s a drug 
problem in almost 
every case we 
have,” said a Bal-
timore judge. 
“Almost everyone 
we see needs 
treatment –  
almost every 
prostitution, pos-
session, and tres-
passing case.”  
 
From Judging  
Maryland 
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